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butchers' stall, and prompt to draw their knives at a
moment's notice. To and fro among the stalls moved
Jews in their yellow gaberdines; black Benedictines
and white Cistercians ; Friars black, white and grey;
men-at-arms from the Castle, and flocks of lads who
had entered some grammar school or religious house
to pass the first stage of the University course. Here
passed a group of ragged, gaunt, yellow-visaged
sophisters, returning peacefully from lectures to their
inns, but with their " bastards" or daggers, as well as
their leather pouches, at their waists. Here a knot
of students, fantastically attired in many-coloured
garments, whose tonsure was the only sign of their
clerkly character, wearing beards, long hair, furred
cloaks, and shoes chequered with red and green,
paraded the thoroughfare, heated with wine from the
feast of some determining bachelor. Here a line of
servants, carrying the books of scholars or doctors to
the schools, or there a procession of colleagues escort-
ing to the grave the body of some master, and bearing
before the corpse a silver cross, threaded the throng.
Here hurried a bachelor in his cape, a new master in
his "pynsons" or heelless shoes, a scholar of Exeter
in his black boots, a full-fledged master with his tunic
closely fastened about the middle by a belt and wear-
ing round his shoulders a black, sleeveless, close gown.
Here gleamed a mantle of crimson cloth, or the
budge-edged hood of a doctor of law or of theology.
And in the hubbub of voices which proceeded from
this miscellaneous, parti-coloured mob, might be dis-
tinguished every accent, every language, and every
dialect.1 For French, German and Spanish students
jostled in these streets against English, Irish, Scottish
and Welsh; Kentish students mingled with students

1 Vid. Quarterly JRevievr, Jan. 1892.
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